A Voice from the East

Dear Brethren:

Our 2010/2011 Masonic year has kicked into higtr,gea
and already Lodge Ailsa has been quite active.

In our visits during the last few months the brethof
Lodge Ailsa have visited Lodge St Andrew and Lodge
Wandailan-Fleur D’Asie. We have attended the Lo8pge
George Installation; and enjoyed the warmth antfreal
spirit at Sir Stamford Raffles Ladies Night

Within our own lodge, we have had a terrific tunm-o
our attendance for both the practice and workingtings.
In April we had our first meeting and it was a Leduf
Instruction. Bro. Colin MacDonald; Bro. Bob Gungi
and

Bro Bill Gartshore gave us 3 great lectures cowgrihe varied office positions; our workings; andddaic
Etiquette. Many thanks!  During the Lodge ddthaction we had 25 brethren in attendance asaseX
visitors ---- a stellar turnout!!

Our May working had 2 candidates being initiated] e welcome Bro Matthew Brodie and Bro Joseph
David to the Light of Masonry and to Lodge Ailsa721SC. For our next 3 meetings, we will be conitgct
a 3rd Degree working in June, followed by anotretrdegree, then a 2nd degree.

Regarding our periodicalbe Ailsa Craig), we have received numerous submittals from Begtlm
Singapore as well as Brethren whom live elsewhdviany of the submittals shed light on how Masomsry i
practiced in other areas of the globe, and we hojeing these articles to you in the following ntw

Finally, the work within the Lodge not only takdage in the temple; but also administratively amd i
society. The General Committee is steadily workmgnprove Lodge Ailsa’s capabilities to support ou
selected charities, as well as supporting our beetand their dependents. As you are all awarg jshiery
much a “work in progress”. but progress is being made. We are streamlinimgpayment processing for
accounts and we are focused on rebuilding our Bdaeet/Funds.

Thanks to all the Brethren who continue to suppat help,

Bro Peter Froitzheim
RWM Lodge Ailsa 1172 SC



A Voice from the West

Dear Brethren,

It is my pleasure to contribute some news from/Mest!

Every March, Lodge Ailsa begins a new Masonic Yeatr the substance, pomp,
pageantry and celebration of a new Installation.

Such a new year brings to the Lodge a new Initatuith new Beginnings and new
Futures with a new RWM with his principal and setamy office bearers and
others supporting. This year is no different.

There is much happening in the world.. the giahskk off the US in the Gulf of
Mexico and its very wide implication, continuingancial turmoil and crisis as
exemplified by countries in the Euro Zone and etss@/, tensions between North
and South Korea etc.

In the height and depths of chaos and crisis, sionestproblems seem unsolvable.

Now, how do these macro issues in the world rét@atbe Lodge Ailsa?

Well in many ways, we are a microcosm of the wanld face our own challenges
of making decisions around responsibility, balare@nmunity, sharing,
forgiveness, compassion and adjectives of the like.

Our workings can clearly help us see life as a ftation (a square) that needs to
be built and worked on and go through the manylehgkes of light and darkness.

For myself, moving into the West, having, amontstrahings, to help and
support the RWM and seeing that the Brethren atisfgad, | am challenging
myself to move past the words and actions of oukiwgs and delve more into the
functions of the symbols and allegory and how tieate to life and its many
iIssues. Perhaps | won't find all answers | need bowvl may become more
understanding from such a search.

Maybe this will also help me answer some diffiquieéstions and challenges we
face in the Lodge from time to tim

Bro Nazim Khan
WSW Lodge Ailsa 1172 SC




A Voice from the South

Dear Brethren,

It is my pleasure to contribute some news fronSigth!

For the month of May, we have visited
Wandailan-Fleur D'Asia N° 1636 GNLF & |
well as our sister lodge St. Andrews 143
S.C . | have to say it was quite jovial and
educational (bordering on shocking even
It was a good time to get to know some ¢,
the brethrens from the other lodges and |
am pretty sure everyone who was prese
would agree too. Lodge Ailsa was also |
attendance at Lodge St George’s
installation where our RWM presented tH#
MM working tools. It wasn't all work

however... Lodge Ailsa also attended the Sir StarfRaffles Lodge No. 7444 EC :
Ladies Night. A splendid night was hosted bywiv Michael Seet and his JW Jearfgsi
Nasr This month, we will be visiting St Patrick on thile Qune 2010, | would greatlyj&es
encourage any brother to join in our next visit.

Ladies Night Update!!
Ailsa Ladies Night 2010 has been set tentativeltherdth September 2010, as all offEs
you are aware that as the Junior Warden for theryi¢ds under my “portfolio”, Bl
however - | will need as much help as possible feeeryone (Remember it is OUR |
Lodge event and also a time to show our appreaiatioour ladies). Off the top of m{ESEE:
head now, | would need help in the following items: =

*Entertainment

*Door gifts for the ladies

*Drinks — Whiskey, wines anyone?

June Outing |

| know, | know, May’s Outing did not materializedaintake full responsibility for that &=
However coming up in June, I'm determined to maké happen. | think it's a good e
start to kick out the Outing with a family-orientedent. Possibly a day at the zoo o

east coast or even possibly a barbeque! | will kexsgryone informed as soon as
possible.

Fraternally
Bro Ethan Bok
WJW Lodge Ailsa 1172 SC



A Voice from the North
Upcoming Work and Visits

: : : : July’s working will be aFirst Degreeworking.
June’sworking will be aThird Degree working.

The Duties are:

The Duties are:

Investiture Bro Aden Gan/
Apron Bro Andrew Skene Bro Frederic Moraillon
Lights of Immortality Bro Aden Gan/ Greater Lights  Bro Andrew Skene

Bro Simon Alford Lesser Lights Bro Robert Whittiker
Symbols of Immortality Bro Frederic Moraillon/ NE Corner Bro Simon Alford/

Bro Ross Stalker Bro Archie Mathie
Trestleboard Bro Nazim Khan Trestle Board Bro Ross Stalker
Charge Bro Vijay Kuamr Charge Bro Peter Froitzheim
Links Bro UV Salvi Links Bro Vijay Kumar

Upcoming Planned Visits & Events

June 9th Lodge St Patricks
June 28 Bro Jonathan Filmer is no longer
single
Lodge Eastern Gate Installation
Lodge Stamford Raffles
MASONIC HASH RUN (Details
coming)
Lodge Ailsa Ladies Night 2010
Lodge Zetland in the East

Lodge Singapore
Lodge Horsbugh
Lodge St Andrews Installation
Lodge St Andrews
Lodge Centenary

The proposed sequence of Workings for the next
few months:

3rd Deg
1st Deg
1st Deg
2nd Deg
2nd Deg

"We represent a fraternity which believes in justand
truth and honorable action in your community...ndmo
are endeavoring to be better citizens...[and] t&kereagreat
country greater. This is the only institution ire tvorld
where we can meet on the level all sorts of penple
want to live rightly."

Harry S. Truman

President of the United States




Masonry and the American Indian

—_ ——
In the study of the American Native Indian, antlologist
have found numerous commonalities across the varied
American India Nations. Some commonalities relatthe
fundamentals of Masonry. A man of Seneca descaistd
on New York’s Cattaraugus Reservation, Bro Arthas@ell
Parker joined the ranks of professional anthropptog
enlighten us to these links. His professional abatrons
included research in archaeology, cultural anthi@ypo and
history. Parker was also involved in contemporawgia and

political issues that affected Native Americans

Ga—Wa—o-Wa—Neh
Bro Arthur C. Parker

Bro Arthur Parker attempted to draw out a defimted “Masonry”, as practiced within the societids o
the American Indian, that actually predicated thecpce of Speculative Masonry as we know it today.

It is quite important to stress that there is raiviidual group of people called “American IndianThis
term has and continues to be used in a generie skresto the cross commonalities that exist adhess
varied Nations. The use of “American Indian” cosaidhilarly be used for “Caucasian” — despite the
varied country, religious and cultural differenbattexist within this group of people. Just like
“Caucasians”, the native peoples of the Americ&a.(American Indians) had varied languages and
distinct cultural practices that defined and sehdabe or Tribal Nation apartyet, there were also
many underlying similarities.

In his book, American Indian Masonfuffalo Consistory A.A,S.R.N.M.J.U.S.A. 1919Bro Parker asks the
guestion “What is Freemasonry?” He, points out Masonry is more then the practice of a ritual
within the walls of a lodge; it is, in-part, theggtice of philosophical teachings that accentuidies
importance of morals and truth. The roots of thegees are inherent within a man even before he
takes part in a single rite; and that the speciakjples we are taught through the rites we pcacti
serve to confirm our beliefs in morals and truththis observation is correct, then it should éo¥l that
the roots of Freemasonry, within the American Indi@ad been part of their social and cultural lie
long before Free and Accepted Masonry had even indeduced. What are these Masonic traits that
are inherent within the American Indian society anllure, and are they in harmony to what we know
of in Free and Accepted Masonry?




Brother Parker, explored this by assessing sontieeof
fundamental that are principles within Masonry:

1.A belief in the Supreme Deity? Yes. While theteere
spirits of nature and of gods, there is a common
acknowledgement of on Supreme Spirit who goveriied
others. The Algonquin called this Deity “Gitche
Manitou”; the Iroquois name was “Haweniu”; and desp
names from other nations, this was the Maker of All
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2. Morality? Yes. The practice of virtue was dewhed of
every man in the American Indian culture. He walkdo
just, truthful, charitable, considerate, and he teas
recognize his dependence upon the Maker of Allis Th
was taken to extremes (not much unlike today) aedted
war amongst the Nations, pitting the favor of “Gofl
one Nation over another.

3. Immortality? Yes. The “World beyond the sky”’sva
strong belief and entry into the “World beyond tkg”
was contingent on the testimony and judgment osone
conduct in this current life.

4. Brotherhood? Yes. Universal kinship amongst al
living things was a central belief across the Armami
Indian culture. All created things where brougttoi
existence by the supreme Father and all livingghin
where in relation to Man. And while it was undecst
that all creations where to have a purpose for Man,
creation was ever taken or used without reasomaiadut
offering thanks.

This further translated to the feeling of brothertiavhere
strangers who where found to be honest and witmale
intent would be welcomed and cared for within bati
village. The custom of having a sworn “Blood beth
was observed, and in this each brother was redgerfsr
their other. These companies of brothers united in
association, or fraternities.

#,




If we know there where fraternities, where thesgeimities similar to what we experience in Masonry
today? The Zuni tribe had elaborate rooms whezeetfraternities would meet; and these rooms had
alters dedicated to powers of nature. Here the Wonld instruct their initiates in the philosopbif/the
respective societies, used symbolism to provideoles in morality, and expect obligations.

This was similar to the practices of other natisansh as the Pawnee, Navaho and the Iroquois. With
such similarities already in existence, how dideFaed Accepted Masonry establish itself into the
American Indian Culture?

An assembly of Americans appeared before the metbf the Prince of Wales’s Lodge #259 in London,
England. The Prince of Wales’s Lodge #259 was dedrby King George the 1V in 1787. The minutes
of the evening of January 20, 1791

recorded the event:

William Augustus Bowles, a Chief of the Creek Nmtiwhose love of Masonry
has induced him to wish it may be introduced ihinterior part of America,
whereby the cause of humanity and brotherly loviegwihand in hand with the
native courage of the Indians, and by the uniowl ldeem on to the highest title
that can be conferred on man, to be both good aedtgwas proposed by the
Right Worshipful Master, with the Approbation of fArince to be admitted an
Honorary Member of this Lodge. He was seconded&ysecretary, and received
the unanimous applause of the whole Lodge.*
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Bro. Bowles was not an American Indian, but wassabgred among the Chiefs of the Creek Nation by
the Indians themselves. While Bowles was liothilzg London Society, the induction of the American
Indian into Freemasonry was started much earlier.

Bro. Joseph Brant (Thayendanegea), was the prindipa Chief of the Mohawk Nation. Prior the start
of the American Revolution, Bro Brant received #hégjrees fronHiram’s Cliftonian Lodge No. 417.
The British government, in the interest to secteedllied support of the American Indian, as wsll a
influential colonists, in the American Coloniesstmved degrees and Masonic titles to “selected”
individuals. This was not an unusual practiceuseg such influential’s was deemed highly impottan
during the colonization of the America’s, and thgbaut the history of the United States. The
distinction however with Bro Joseph Brant is in th&torical notation of how Bro Brant, a Loyalist
serving the cause of the British empire, savedith®f Bro John McKinstry (an enemy combatant
within the Colonial Forces of the America’s) antureed him to the Colonial Force’s.

Such examples of Benevolence and Brotherly Lovesaread throughout the history of the United
States, as well as globally. However, how mucBrof Brant’s action was in accordance to his cultura
beliefs rooted in the customs of the American In@ia



Today, Freemasonry is practiced in almost everyafiike major American Indian Nations.

A unique lodge is The Oklahoma Masonic Indian
Degree Team. This Lodge was organized in 1948 and
currently consists of 15 active members, 11 of Whice
Past Masters. Nine recognized tribes are repragente
Apache, Cherokee, Choctaw, Creek, Oneida, Osage,
Ottawa, Seminole, and Sycamore Every year sinee, th
Team has traveled over the U.S. and Europe torput o
the Master Mason Degree.

One of our largest degrees put on previously, wesuat of approximately 4,500 brethren present and
that was in Delaware. This is "The oldest DegreanTein existence today, and mostly that is because
as a Team the group has never stopped or had asiregkinception. The Oklahoma Masonic Indian
Degree Team have raised over 900 to the Master iMasgree.

It is evident that the roots of a Masonic ethicsdeep in the various cultures across the American
Indian Nations. While Free and Accepted Masonry hmave been introduced only in theé&ntury,
their culture and social norms are consistent tatwe learn and practice in our lodges of today.
That an abundance of the culture of the Americamimhad been taken away and lost during the
colonization of the America’s, leads us to acchpt turther study should be made into these varied
cultures; and to the acceptance that many of bediefs and norms, are not far off from our own, or
what we aspire to.

Presented by:
Bro Peter Froitzheim

Ref: American Indian Masonry. By: Arthur C ParK&uffalo Consistory A.A,S.R.N.M.J.U.S.A. 1919),
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The Worshipful Master of our Lodge found a bottle with a
Genie in it. In accordance with custom, the geniefiered to
grant him a wish.

"OK," said the Worshipful Master, "I've always want ed to go
to Hawaii, but | hate to fly, so my wish is for youto build a
bridge so | can drive to Hawaii."

"l can't do that!!!" exclaimed the Genie, "don't yo u know
that's impossible? No Genie could do that. It's todar, the

water is too deep, it's just totally beyond anybodyg power.
You will have to make another wish."

"OK," said the Master, "l wish that at our next sta ted
Meeting all the Past Masters would just get alongrad not
cause any trouble, not have to tell us how they didlin their
year, not complain about the ritual, not put down he current
Officers............. just sit on the sidelines andehave!"

"Hmmmmm," said the Genie, "do you want that bridge with
2 lanes or 4?"
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